
 
Welcome to our Directory of NonProfit homebuyer programs!  Following are descriptions in 

alphabetical order of community groups and agencies which provide educational and/or 
financial services to prospective homebuyers in the Greater Rochester Area.  Many of these 

programs are designed to be compatible with first-time homebuyer loan programs. 
For more information on loan options, check out the Lender Directory list! 

 
 

 
 

 
First Time Home Ownership Loan Program 

 
First-time homebuyer program; income limits are 80% of AMI (contact for current limits); 
geographic area includes anywhere within Allegany, Cayuga, Chemung, Livingston, Monroe, 
Ontario, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Tioga, Tompkins, Wayne, and Yates Counties; maximum 
loan amount is $3,000; monthly payment on loan approximately $50; term of loan is maximum 
of 5 years; customer required to participate with own funds, amount to be determined on case-
by-case basis. 
 
For More Information, Contact: 
 
Deborah Harris 
Bishop Sheen Ecumenical Housing Foundation, Inc. 
935 East Avenue, Suite 300 
Rochester, NY  14607 
P:  (585) 461-4263 extension 102 
F:  (585) 461-5177 
Email:  sheendlh@rochester.rr.com 
Link to Website:  www.SheenHousing.org  



 
 

Flower City Habitat for Humanity  
0% Mortgages for Habitat homes.  Income and volunteer labor requirements.  (585) 423-7440 
 
 

Ibero Development Corporation 
For renovated homes.  Price reduction grants and assistance for closing costs available.  Income 
limits and residency requirements.  Home-ownership education program in Spanish available.  
(585) 467-6410 x-24 
 
 
     Marketview Heights Association 
 
Mission: Marketview Heights Association (MHA) is a not-for-profit community based  
organization whose mission is to improve the quality of life within the City of Rochester through  
underscoring the need for decent housing that is affordable to low and moderate income people 
 
Counseling Services: Marketview Heights AssociationÕs counseling services are tailored to the  
prospective homebuyer from the beginning to the end of the home buying process.  MHA staff is  
available at every step in the home buying process to assist the prospective buyer and oversee  
the home buying process.  
 
Homebuyer Education: Homebuyer education classes prepare prospective homebuyers for the home  
purchase process.  Our classes are given by certified instructors and cover a range of topics, such as  
the steps to homeownership, budgeting, credit, financial literacy, and foreclosure prevention.  
MHA homebuyer education classes are approved by and satisfy the homebuyer education  
requirements for the City of Rochester, the Federal Home Loan Bank, and Community Lenders.   
MHA is a HUD Certified Counseling Agency. Our classes are offered in English and Spanish. 
 
First-Time-HomebuyerÕs Financial Assistance: In conjunction with homebuyer education and  
counseling, Marketview Heights Association offers first time homebuyers financial  
assistance for downpayment, closing costs, prepaid items, mortgage interest buydowns, and  
acquisition rehabilitation.  Financial assistance for eligible homebuyers ranges from  
$7,000 to $25,000 dollars.  
 
*Nuestros servicios est‡n disponibles en Espa–ol, incluyendo educaci—n de precompra.  
 
For more information about the programs offered by Marketview Heights Association, contact Amy 
Robbins at 423-1540, or by email at arobbins@marketviewheights.org  
Information is also available on our website at www.marketviewheights.org 
 
Marketview Heights Association, Inc. 308 North Street, Rochester, NY 14605  
Tel: 585-423-1540     Fax: 585-423-1934, Email: info@marketviewheights.org  



 
 

 
 
Program Name:  Education, Counseling and Lead Inspections. 
 
Product Description: 

Home Purchase Made Easy  
Are you ready to buy your first home? A NeighborWorks¨  Rochester Homeownership 

Coordinator will answer all your questions about the home buying process in this eight-
hour class. Classes meet once during the week for three hours and once on a Saturday for 

five hours. This class satisfies pre-purchase education requirements for many banks.  
Financial Literacy 
 
In this six-part class, a NeighborWorks¨  Rochester Homeownership Coordinator will discuss 
topics such as understanding a credit report, budgeting, lending terms and practices, managing 
debt, savings and investment. This class is ideal for anyone seeking to improve their financial 
management skills or begin saving for a home.  
 
Individual Financial Counseling 
 
Our staff is available to meet with individuals and families to discuss issues ranging from credit 
repair and budgeting to home purchase preparation.  We provide counseling for different 
Individual Development Account (IDA) products offered by various banks. 
 
Lead Hazard Inspections 
 
NeighborWorks¨  RochesterÕs certified lead inspectors will conduct inspections on homes that 
any prospective homebuyers are interested in but want to know more regarding what kinds of 
lead hazards are present. 

 
All classes are taught by NeighborWorks¨  America-certified instructors. 

 
For more information, contact: 
Eric Van Dusen 
Program Director 
570 South Ave., Rochester, NY  14620 
P:  (585) 325-4170 ext 316 
F:  (585) 325-2587 
evandusen@nwrochester.org 



 
 

PROVIDENCE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION  
1136 Buffalo Road, Rochester, NY 14624-1890 

Phone (585) 328-3228 ext. 1319 / 1356 
www.providencehousing.org 

 
First Time Homebuyer Program 

 
• Do you want to own your own home? 
• Are you wondering how to begin the homeownership process? 
• Are you short on savings? 
• Do you need credit repair or budget counseling? 
• Are you currently renting? 

 
If you answered yes to one or more of these questions Providence Housing First Time 
Homebuyer Program can Òguide you home.Ó 
 
Providence HousingÕs staff will educate you on how to fulfill the ÒAmerican Dream of 
Homeownership.Ó 
 

• How much you can afford 
• Repairing credit history 
• Savings Ð ask about our Matched Savings Programs through various area lender 
• Home Buying Process 
• Unique Mortgage programs 
• Selection of professionals (realtor, lawyer, engineer, etc.) that will help you along your 

homeownership path 
 
Once you have identified you options and taken the necessary steps to ready yourself, you may 
be eligible to receive financial assistance to be used towards the purchase of your home. 
 
If you are approved for program financial assistance, the eligible program area includes all 
Monroe County suburbs, excluding the City of Rochester. 
 
 
 

Lisa A. Alcott, Program Director (ALCOTT@DOR.ORG)  



 
 

Regional Center For Independent Living  (RCIL) 
 
Independent Living Services: 
 
RCIL provides services to individuals with disabilities and their families in many areas of 
independent living.  One of our most exciting programs is our assistance to consumers who 
chose to purchase their first home. Consumers working towards homeownership are provided 
with education and advocacy supports and skills to prepare them to be successful homeowners.  
Several of the educational services available at RCIL in this area are, but not limited to, the 
following:   

• Money Management/ Budgeting 
• Benefits Advisement 
• Accessibility and modification needs evaluation, if needed. 
• Education on understanding affordability and realistic expectations in order to be a 

successful homeowner 
• Review consumerÕs financial documents required for mortgage application. 
• Provide referrals, if requested by the consumer, to our network of other service providers, 

professionals, grant makers and lending institutions  
 

For More Information, Contact: 
 
Jane Chase, Coordinator of Independent Living Services 
Regional Center for Independent Living 
497 State Street 
Rochester, NY 14608 
P:  (585) 442-6470  x 147 
F:  (585) 271-8558 
Email: jchase@rcil.org 

 
 



 

 
 

HOME ROCHESTER PROGRAM  
 
 
Program Administrator  - Rochester Housing Development Fund Corporation 
 
Program Name - HOME Rochester  
 
Program Description - Specific, single-family homes in the City of Rochester are rehabilitated 
by the Rochester Housing Development Fund Corporation and made available for sale to first 
time homebuyers.  Homebuyers are required to be owner-occupants for periods between 3 years 
and 15 years. Homes are completely rehabilitated, have lead clearances and C of OÕs.   
 
Funding Available for HOME Rochester Participants -  
 
Grant up to $6,000 for closing costs and down payment through the City of RochesterÕs 
Closing Cost Assistance program. (Homebuyer income must be below 80% MFI) 
 
Grant up to $6,000 to write-down the interest rate on their mortgage for homebuyers who 
receive their mortgages through:  M & T Bank, HSBC Bank or Citizens Bank.  (Homebuyer 
income must be below 65% MFI) 
 
Requirements for HOME Rochester Participants - 
 
Must have an annual income at 115% or below Median Family Income.   
Must not currently own residential property. 
Must agree to be an owner-occupant. 
Must have $1,000 down payment money upon signing purchase offer. 
Must contribute an additional $500 toward closing costs. 
 
For More Information : 
 
Check Out - www.HomeRochester.org  

 
 



Rural Development (USDA) 
Subsidized mortgages through Department of Agriculture.  Interest rates of 1-8% available in 
Monroe County south of the Thruway and west of Manitou Road.  Adjusted income limits.  
New construction and existing housing.  Top loan amount $80,000 - $85,000. 

(585) 343-0442



Pathstone, Inc 
www.Pathstone.org 

 
Program Description:   
Homebuyer Education and Counseling Program. The 10 -12 hour Homebuyer Education Course 
meets once a week for 2 hours.  During this time you will gain practical financial and life 
management skills designed to help you enhance your personal finance and credit decision-
making skills. Topics Include: 

• Money Management and creating a family budget 
• Understanding and reading your credit report 
• DonÕt become a Victim of Predatory lending 
• How to Qualify for a mortgage 
• Preparing for Homeownership 
• Negotiating a purchase contract and working with a realtor 
• The Home Inspection 
• The Loan closing 

Skills learned during this course can easily be applied to other non-homeownership purchase 
decisions as well as managing personal finances. 
 
You can look forward to a one-on-one session with an Pathstone Certified Homeownership 
Counselors. They will work with you to develop an action plan designed to meet your future 
home buying needs. The individual session will include a personal credit review and eligibility 
determination for specific financial assistance programs including grant eligibility. Your 
counselor will help you decide if you are ready for homeownership or if waiting to purchase 
makes more sense for you. ROI will work closely with you, your lender, realtor and the closing 
attorney to facilitate a smooth transition throughout the home buying process. 
 
Getting Started: The 1st step is to attend a Free Homeownership Information Session. Call our 
information line to find out the date, time, and location of the next information session.  Follow 
the voice message instructions to sign up for the Information Session.  
 
Please call the Information Line below: 
 
Monroe County: 585-340-3302, Carleen Wade Ð cwade@ruralinc.org 
Genesee and Orleans Counties:  585-343-7297.  Tammy Hyman - thyman@ruralinc.org 
Ontario and Wayne Counties: 585-234-3565, Dee Frey - dfrey@ruralinc.org 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Home Store 
Mission: The Home Store is a program of the Urban League of Rochester, NY, Inc., funded by 
the United Way, NYS Banking Department, and Citigroup Foundation.  The Home Store offers 

professional and unbiased advice, and provides home buying assistance to first-time 
homebuyers with low and moderate incomes.  

 
 
Services:   
 Pre and Post Purchase Home Buyer Education Workshops 
 One-on-One Counseling (financial, mortgage, etc.) 
 Financial Education Workshops 

Assistance with Down Payment/Closing Costs 
Referrals to Professional Services 
Information on Neighborhoods and Neighborhood Amenities 

 
Contact: Evelyn Garcia 
 
Email:  egarcia@ulr.org  
 
Phone:  585-325-6530 ext. 3078 
 
Address:  265 North Clinton Avenue, Rochester, New York 14605 
 


